DIOCESAN COLLECTIVE WORSHIP FRAMEWORK
YEAR 3/TERM 2/WEEK 1 - CELEBRATING GOD OUR FATHER („OUR FATHER WHO ART IN HEAVEN‟)
The first weeks of this term are based on the words of the Lord‟s Prayer. It is important that you use one version of this prayer in school and stick with it (many schools
make sure that it is the version used in their parish church). This prayer is a summary of Jesus‟ teaching about God‟s kingdom and about how to relate to God as father.
There are two versions in the Gospels: Matthew 6 v 9-13, Luke 11 v2-4.
This is the Christian family prayer said all around the world in hundreds of different languages.
Make sure that you are sensitive when talking about fathers as not all pupils will have a positive experience of fatherhood. However, all humans have an inadequate
experience of fatherhood when compared with the Christian view of God who loves more than any earthly father and also demands more. It is important to point out that
Christians call God “Our Father” because they are following Jesus‟ example and using his prayer. As you work through the Lord‟s Prayer, you will be exploring different
aspects of God the Father to whom the prayer is addressed.
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GOD “OUR FATHER” (whole school)
Matthew 6 v 31-33, Matthew, 7 v 9-11, Genesis 1 v 31
The suggested poem “My Dad” by Steve Turner (See The Day I Fell Down the Toilet and Other
Poems, Lion, ISBN 0-7459-3640-7) or a similar one with “bigger” ideas of the heavenly father.
If you have used this poem in the past, use „I‟ve a father‟ by Rev. Dean Beaty (this can be
found online). Read either poem, and then ask the children who the poem is about. Draw out the
idea that it is about God. Where in the poem do you begin to realise it is about God? What clues
are there? He's a special kind of father, who won't ever let us down, and loves us all as His
children.
GOD “OUR FATHER” CARES (class or key stage).
Psalm 103 v 8-13
There are modern versions or explanations which may be more appropriate to read to the
children.
How do these verses help the understanding of God as Father? What qualities are described
here? Do earthly fathers have these qualities? How are they shown? How does God the Father
display these qualities? Read or tell the story of the Prodigal Son. End by talking about how the
father in the story loves both his sons: he forgave the one who let him down and ran away from
him; and also the one who acted as though he was superior and found it hard to forgive his
brother. The Bible teaches us that God is like that father: He's always there for us, always loves
us, and always wants us back when we let Him down.
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